Electrophysiological aids in distinguishing organic from psychogenic tremor.
The clinical differentiation of tremors of organic and psychogenic origin can be difficult. We describe a patient with unilateral upper limb tremor that was initially considered to have a psychogenic cause, but subsequent frequency analysis of EMG signals and accelerometer recordings indicated that the tremor was organic in nature. An ischemic lesion in the contralateral lentiform nucleus found on MRI supported this conclusion. Quantitative electrophysiologic studies may thus be useful in distinguishing organic from psychogenic tremor.